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Soldiers’ Visit Brightens Orphanage

B v Sgt. Dan Purcell

122nd MPAD

BAGHDAD., Traq- Iraqi
orphans from the Al-Rashid
District in Baghdad, received a
donation of humanitarian-aid
packages and a generator from
the 478th Civil Affairs
Battalion attached to the st
Brigade Combat Team, st
Cavalry Division.

The orphanage, located
Jjust outside the walls of Camp
War Eagle, 1s home to 26 boys

and girls between the ages of

five and 18. The orphanage was
a juvenile detention center
before the war. but it was aban-
doned when the war began.

After the war, the Al-
Hawsa organization |a funda-
mentalist Shia group| opened
the orphanage and still pro-
vides some funding to it. The
building is sparsely furnished,
has broken windows and lacks
electricity.

“Basically, there were
some people who gathered up
the orphans and then turned the
detention center into an
orphanage.” Maj. Joel Hagy,
team leader, 478th CA Bi..

B v Spe. Jan Critchfield

122nd MPAD

BAGHDAD. Irag-

Truckload upon truckload of

computers, lurniture. carpel,
and air conditioners were
delivered to five area schools
June 9. The delivery marked
the completion of a massive
project organized by local dis-
trict council members, busi-

said.

The orphanage was not an
official project for the team.
The team, also known as Team
Strike, would occasionally
drop by the orphanage to sece
how the orphans were doing
and to drop off packages.

“This time. in addition to
the packages, we had found a
generator and we offered to
give it to them,” Hagy said.
“We give them what we can,
but it’s nothing official.”

The Soldiers found a gen-

erator, but they had no way of

delivering it

“We figured they could
make it a community effort and
find a way of getting the gener-
ator out to the orphanage. and
this might help bring the com-
munity closer together.” Spc.
Ariel Rodriguez, 478th CA
Bn_, said.

In addition to the genera-
tor. 20 bags of humanitarian
reliel goods were given away.

The bags include a variety of

items such as rice. tca, clothes,
crayons and candy for the chil-
dren.

Continued on Page 2

nessmen. and the 1st Cavalry
Division’s 3rd Brigade Combat
Team,

3rd BCT Soldiers toured
the five campuses to see that
the supplies promised were
delivered. The Soldiers also
were going to speak with the
schools™ directors about further
projects that would benefit the
students of central Baghdad.

The cost of the supplies

totaled $89.974. and was paid
for with Commanders
Emergency Relief Funds. a
pool of money the coalition has
dedicated to humanitarian aid
for the Iraqi people.

Computers were among
the supplies donated to aid
teachers and to expose Iragis to
technology at a voung age.
making them more competitive
in the modern workplace.

By Sgt. Dan Purcell, 122nd MPAD
An Iraqi orphan helps unload humanitarian relief

packages donated by Team Strike, 478th Civil Affairs
Battalion, at an orphanage located just outside the
walls of Camp War Eagle.

3BCT Completes School Supply Donation

“The donations bring the
schools much closer to having
what they need to provide the
best education possible.” said
All Kammona, a Baghdad
native and chiet engineer in
charge of the project.

“The students are respon-
sible to guide the future.” he
said. Kammona believes it was
the policy of the former regime

Continued on Page 2
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2-7 Cav. Helps Sow Seeds of Success

Continued from Page 1
to not fund many schools that
now benefit from coalition
projects,

“They say that this is the
greatest school that [Saddam]
did ... but there was nothing in
the building,” said Shatha Al-
Obeidi, a Baghdad business-
woman and city council mem-
ber, referring to the absence of
up-to-date equipment in one of
the schools.

Al-Obeidi, who grew up
and went to school in central
Baghdad. remembers what it
was like to attend school under
the dictatorship of Saddam
Hussein. She remembers a

lack of supplies. and she is
happy to see that the coalition
is trying to alleviate the prob-
lem. “We are building a new
era and we need coalition
help.” she said.

of the schools] through civil
affairs reports and the
Neighborhood Advisory
Council.” said Capt. Douglass
Copeland.  commander ol
Company B. 2nd Battalion, 7th
Cavalry Regiment, the unit
from the 3BCT that oversaw
the project.

“We prioritized those
needs based upon what those
schools needed to facilitate
education. [We donated] more
essential infrastructure types of
things needed to facilitate edu-
cation.” Copeland said.

*“This was an effort 1o get
the schools squared awav for
next year and also to show the
community that we care. This
is a costly project [at $90.000],
but if you look at what the
return is ... we're sowing the
seeds of success for the future,”
he said. “We're serious about

By Sgt.Dan Purcell, 122nd MPAD
Staff Sgt. Garcia, security detail, Headquarters
Company, 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry Regiment, 1st
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Calvary Division, kicks a
soccer ball around with the orphans.

478th CA Bn. Offers Hope to Orphans

taking care of these kids.”

“We identified [the needs

)
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By Spc. Jan Critchfield, 122nd MPAD
Capt. Douglass Copeland, Company B commander, 2-
7 Cav., 3BCT, listens to his interpreter during a meet-
ing with the director of one of five Baghdad schools
that received a portion of $90,000 worth of supplies.
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“A lot of these kids don’t
get what normal Tragis gel
because they don't have identi-
fication cards as a result of not
having any parents.” Hagy
said. “They are kids who have

The team wants to contin-
ue to support the orphanage in
the future.

“As a team we all pulled
together to help this orphanage
and we will definitely be going
back out there to check up on

fallen through the cracks.” them.” Rodriguez said.
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Weather information provided by 1CD Staff Weather Office (SWO)

Bryan Kinkade, Spc. Andy Miller, Spc. Michelle Mewbold, Spc. Marie
Whitney, Pfc. Al Barrus, Pfc. Erik LeDrew
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World’s First Science F|ct|on Museum Opens in Seattle

¥ From MSNBC

SEATTLE- Perhaps it was
a sign of things to come. Earlier
this month. bright flashes in the
sky had heads turning. Sure, it
turned out to be a meteor. but
then what to make of that green
inflatable creature perched atop
the Space Needle?

Yes., aliens had come to
Seattle.
The  Science Fiction

Museum and Hall of Fame,
which opens today [June 18],
features the usual intergalactic
suspects - E.T. and Yoda: the
robot B9 from "Lost in Space”
("Danger, Will Robinson!"});
and Robby
"Forbidden Planet" fame.
Captain Kirk's original chair
from the U.S.S. Enterprise is
here, as well as other more
obscure artifacts, from the
crossbow used by Jane Fonda
in her 1968 sci-fi  foray
"Barbarella” to a Buck Rogers
X7-38 disintegrator pistol,
circa 1936,

But the museum. hailed as
the world's first for science fic-
tion, is meant to be more than
just  another  pop-culture
garage. For all its fanciful
aspects, the museum succeeds
in achieving one of its prime
directives: to educate, showing
the ways science fiction often
becomes science fact, predict-
ing evolutions in technology
years before the evolutions
actually happen.

the Robot of

Fhotos wuﬁesy of The Science Fiction Museum end Hall of ame
Using the usual intergalactic suspects, one of the
prime directives of the Science Fiction Museum is to
educate, showing the ways science fiction often

becomes science fact.

The  13.000-square-foot
museum is housed in the Frank
Gehry-designed  Experience
Music Project building: both
projects were the brainchild of
Microsoft co-founder Paul
Allen, a longtime science-fic-
tion fan who contributed $20
million and more than a lew
artifacts from his family collec-
tion.

Walking through the muse-
um space, you're caught up in
the whoosh and flash and
thump of serious sensory over-
load. The numerous exhibits
point up the close relationship
between today's technology
and its fictional antecedents:
Flip open your cell-phone and
hold it next to one of the com-
municators from the "Star
Trek" TV series from the mid-
6's. The future of telephony
was calling back then: can you
hear it now?

"From early on, we
thought we'd have to tell the
whole story," said Greg Bear. a

Hugo- and Nebula-award win-
ning science fiction author, and
the chairman of the museum's
advisory board.

"T'hat means you take key
artifacts - those vou could get -
and put them on display, every-
thing from books and maga-
zines to films. You interview
authors, filmmakers. the cre-
ative minds and talk about what
inspired them. And vou put sci-
entists mto the mix. Put all that
together and you've got a fabu-
lous story. one that hasn't been
told before "

Leading the effort to tell
that story is museum director
Donna Shirley. a former Jet
Propulsion Laboratory engi-
neer who directed the Mars
Sojourner exploration program.
The advisory board is a who's
who of science fiction: Ray
Bradbury, David Brin. Octavia
Butler. Orson Scott Card.
Freeman Dyson. George Lucas,
Steven Spiclberg and many
more.

One of the creatures featured in the “Them!” exhlhlt at the new Science Fiction
Museum and Hall of Fame which opened in Seattle, Wash. June 18.

Today in Cav
History

June 21

1967 - SP5 Edgar L.
MecWethy Jr., B-1/5
Cavalry earns the
Medal of Honor.

1967 - SP4 Carmel B.
Harvey Jr., B-1/5
Cavalry earns the
Medal of Honor.

Today in History

June 21
» From historychannel.com

1788 U.S. Constitution
ratified

1813 French defeated in
Spain, ending the
Peninsula War

1916 U.S. Brig. Gen. John
Pershing’s forces, in pur-
suit of Pancho Villa,
attacked by Mexican gov-
ernment troops

1956 Playwright Arthur
Miller defies the House
Committee on Un-
American Activities and
refuses to name suspect-
ed communists

1964 Three civil rights
workers disappear in
central Mississippi after
investigating the burning
of an African American
church by the Ku Klux
Klan. The disappearance
garnered national atten-
tion and led to a massive
FBI investigation that
was named MIBURN, for
“Mississippi Burning.”
1982 John Hinckley, who
shot President Ronald
Reagan in front of the
Washington Hilton, on
March 30, 1981, found
not guilty by reason of
insanity

1966 Operation Rolling
Thunder raids continue
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Reds’ Ken Griffey Jr. Hlts 500th Home Run in St Louus

» From AP

ST. LOUIS- Ken Griffey
Jr. trotted around the bases as if’
it was just another home run. It
was hardly that,

Griffey hit a 2-2 pitch
from Matt Morris into the
right-field stands and went
right into the record books as
the 20th player to hit 500 home
runs Sunday.

The Cincinnati Reds star
ended a frustrating stretch with
his leadoff homer in the sixth
inning, becoming the sixth-
youngest player to hit 500, in a
6-0 win over the St. Louis
Cardinals. Griffey took a few
extra seconds to watch his
drive fly into the seats. dropped
his bat and then slowly trotted
around the bases with his 19th
homer of the season.

The base coaches simply
shook Griffey’s hand as he

In front of St. Louis fans, Ken Griffey Jr. belts his
500th homerun ball an estimated 393 feet as
Cincinnati went on to beat the Cardinals 6-0.

next to the Reds’ dugout and
hugged his father. Ken GrifTey
Sr., and children,

cap.
Before Grilffey reached
center field, Reds relievers

Major leaﬁﬁasehall

Standings
asof 06/20/04

American League
East Division

W L Pect GB

New York 43 24 642 -
Boston 3920 574 45
Tampa Bay 3234 485105
Toronto 3039 435 14
Baltimore 2837 431 14

Central Division
Minnesota 38 30 559 -
Chicago 3530 538 15
Cleveland 33 34 493 4.5
Detroit 3137 456 7
Kansas City 2640 394 11

West Division
Oakland 3829 567 -
Texas 3729 561 5
Anaheim 3731 54415
Seattle 2938 433 9

National League
East Division
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